
Hineni Houston Overview

1,221 
Participants

47 Listening Forums
26 Home Gatherings

110 Dialogue Interviews

More than 50 
trained Listening 
Lab Participant 

Leaders

8 Bold 
Aspirations for 

the Future 



Jewish Houston Populations
We wanted to make sure we listened to all corners of Jewish Houston

By Life Stage
● Young people: Teens, college students, 

young professionals 
● Parents of young children, teens, empty 

nesters, grandparents. Day school 
parents and public school parents.

● Married, partnered, single
● Seniors (active, elderly, living 

independently and in supported living 
situations)

By Place/
Jewish Participation
● Synagogue members: all denominations, 

including Orthodox and Chabad
● Education/youth engagement settings: day 

school, early childhood education, Hillels, 
camp, youth groups

● Legacy organizations: JCC, Jewish Family 
Service, Seven Acres

● Federation Jewish Professional Networks
● Federation donors,  potential donors, lapsed 

donors 
● Online gathering spots 
● Social spaces: Jewish Film Festival, JCC Book 

Fair, ReelAbilities,  business groups, parent 
groups

By Identities
● LGBTQIA
● Jews of Color
● Jews by choice
● Just Jewish
● Multi-faith families
● Spanish-speaking 
● Israelis, Latinx, Russian, South African, 

Ethiopian
● Ashkenazi/Mizrachi (Sephardi) Jews
● Individuals and families with physical 

disability, learning disability, health and 
emotional challenges

By Geography
● Core: Meyerland, Bellaire, West 

University, Montrose, Heights, Galleria
● Periphery:  Spring, The Woodlands, West, 

Memorial, Katy, South, Fort Bend, Sugar 
Land, Pearland, Humble, Kingwood

By Houston Heritage
● New to Houston
● 1st, 2nd, 3rd or more generation 

Houston

Other
● Politically left/right/other 
● Socioeconomic status
● Diverse relationships with Israel





Participant 
Data





What This Means
Jewish Houstonians feel welcomed, informed, and
empowered to easily access Jewish Life. The 
community has a central portal to Jewish life in 
Greater Houston. We increase the visibility of Jewish 
life in Houston. Newcomers and established 
Houstonians have access to human connection and 
centralized communication tools. We offer a network 
of wayfinders who help navigate the Jewish 
community.



What This Means
Greater Houston’s Jews live proudly, securely, and 

connectedly to Houston’s multi-faceted community. 
We openly observe our faith and culture in the ways 

we choose, without fear of antisemitism. Institutions,
homes, and persons are physically secure. The Jewish

community is also a full participant in the civic and 
cultural life of our diverse city. Our community is 
constructively engaged with global Jewry and the 

people of Israel. We fully support Israel as the Jewish 
homeland and seek to create informed, yet diverse, 

conversations about Israel and its policies.



What This Means
The Greater Houston Jewish community embraces its place
in the most diverse, geographically spread city in the 
United States. We design programming that creates an 
ease of participation for those near and far that enhance 
the small town feel of Houston. We actively welcome all 
Jews - all levels of religious observance, race, politics, 
sexual orientation, ability, socioeconomic status, heritage, 
and stages of life. We include the voices of Jews who 
historically have not been heard, and we ensure our Jewish 
social service programs are meeting the evolving needs of 
the most vulnerable in our community. We strive to build a 
trusting, inclusive, diverse, and pluralistic culture.



What This Means
In this community, Jewish education is valued 
and innovative. There are many pathways to 

quality Jewish learning for all ages and abilities 
which are offered both formally and informally. 

We build bridges and connections among 
Jewish youth through community-wide 

programming. Educators are compensated
generously and are well-supported with

professional development. We build capacity to 
bring inspiring Jewish educational content to all 

Jews and their loved ones, fostering lifelong 
Jewish journeys.



What This Means
The Greater Houston Jewish community creates 
innovative and collaborative programs that provide
opportunities for the entire community – including niche
groups of all ages, stages, and neighborhoods. We 
embrace gathering for spiritual, educational, and social 
experiences in traditional and non-traditional Jewish 
spaces and stand united as a supportive community that 
loves to come together. At our core, we are strong, 
inclusive, welcoming, and vibrant.



What This Means
Jewish organizations share resources and work 

together to meet the needs of the entire Jewish 
community now and in the future. The 

organizations that make up the Greater Houston 
Jewish community work collaboratively to build 

energy and create synergy under the shared 
responsibility of supporting Jewish life. With

mutual respect for each other, these organizations 
work together to build a scaffold of support, 

collaboration, and connectedness.



What This Means
Community reduces financial barriers so that all Jewish 
individuals can afford to participate in a full and 
meaningful Jewish life. We offer a variety of clearly 
publicized, easily accessible, and confidential financial
tools that are readily available to people of all incomes.
Promote and prioritize Jewish philanthropy to meet the 
vision of an inclusive and vibrant Jewish community.



What This Means
Leading Jewishly is rewarding and impactful. We 
grow, connect, and activate lay and professional 

leaders who reflect the diversity of the Greater 
Houston Jewish community to meet community 
needs. We cultivate a strong pipeline of people 

with leadership potential to collaborate and 
enrich our community through service to our 

organizations. As a community, we work together 
to develop leadership collaboratively and create a

stronger Jewish leadership ecosystem for this 
generation and generations to come.



Role of the Jewish Federation







Hineni Committees

Affordability
Communications

Education
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Leadership

Impact Fund 
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Inclusion
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Additional Data



Gender Identity of Respondents



Age of Respondents by Decade



Marital Status



Identities/Communities That Describe You



Parenting status



Do you or does someone in your family that you care for have special needs?



Synagogue 
Membership:  
(273 respondents)

And where?
(158 respondents)



Jewish Identity/Affiliation



Which of these organizations are you presently involved with or support?



Which of these organizations have you been involved with in your lifetime? 
Have you or a household member attended, affiliated with or utilized services from any of these 
Jewish organizations?



Your socioeconomic status



Where do you fall on the political spectrum?


