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Talking Points 

Our Mission
The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston ensures Jewish continuity and provides for Jews in need here in Houston and around the world. Our programs educate and connect our community to both Judaism and Israel while celebrating the rich heritage and values of the Jewish people.

Why Federation?
The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston is the leader in mobilizing our community’s response to the local and global needs of the Jewish people.
By funding and cultivating programs that nurture and strengthen Jewish life, we ensure that our shared traditions enrich and guide our lives and the lives of our children. We are dedicated to supporting and sustaining our vibrant and caring community.
Through the generosity of our donors and working with our network of affiliates and partners, we improve the lives of Jews here at home, in Israel, and around the world.
Our work focuses on supporting the needs of the vulnerable, educating and engaging community locally, and building the Jewish identity of the next generation.

What is the Community Campaign?
As the leading Jewish philanthropic organization in Houston, the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston actively works to build a community where all Jewish Houstonians can live a proud, connected, and engaged Jewish life.  
The Community Campaign encompasses our Annual Campaign and Special Initiatives, and represents the Federation’s total impact on our community here, in Israel, and around the globe. 

What is the Annual Campaign?
The Annual Campaign funds key institutions in Houston’s Jewish community including Jewish Family Service, the J, and our Jewish Day Schools so that programs and services are available for those who need them. The Annual Campaign also supports Jews in Israel and around the world through long-standing partnerships with many organizations including JDC and The Jewish Agency for Israel.
We fund programs that strengthen our people, advocate on behalf of our shared values, and educate every generation to ensure our traditions endure. By supporting our community at all levels, the Federation enhances Jewish continuity and sustains each of us.
A gift to the 2023 Annual Campaign supports key community priorities including: 

1. Community Security
2. Core Partner Support
3. Young Adult Leadership Development
4. Camp & Israel Scholarships
5. Institutional Collaboration Networks
Learn more here: Annual Campaign - Jewish Federation of Greater Houston (houstonjewish.org)

Why Give to the Annual Campaign?
Give because our community agencies depend on the millions of dollars the Federation provides each year to cover basic operating expenses. Give because the Federation provides vital programs and services that serve and build our community. And give because the Federation makes an impact on the Jewish community in a way that no other organization can.

What are the current Special Initiatives?
In addition to the Annual Campaign, the Federation is committed to addressing emerging needs and priorities through the Special Initiatives listed below. 
1. PJ Library Endowment 
2. Marvin Barish Endowment for Jewish Early Childhood Education 
3. Israel Connections: Petach Tikvah Partnership, Honeymoon Israel, Shlichim Program 
4. Impact Fund for Emerging Community Needs
Learn more here: 2023 Special Initiatives - Jewish Federation of Greater Houston (houstonjewish.org)

In Closing
Each generation of Jews has the blessing and responsibility of doing its part to ensure the future of our people. The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston represents our community’s collective commitment to this future. No gift has a greater impact on the present and future of the Jewish community than a gift to the Federation.
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