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Dear JRAN Community, 
  
Today, we will cover updates from Federal, State, County and City Officials, a word on herd 
immunity and vaccines, and updates on the Paycheck Protection Program. 
  
Updates from Federal, State, County and City Officials 
  
The United States has issued travel restrictions for all foreign nationals who have been to 
Brazil in the past 14 days, effective tonight at midnight. This is two days earlier than originally 
announced. U.S. Citizens in Brazil can return home and are encouraged to do so immediately 
unless they expect to be in the country for an indefinite amount of time. This comes at a time 
when COVID19 cases are soaring as Brazil has taken few measures to limit its spread. Brazil is 
now second in the world in confirmed cases, right behind the United States. The U.S. Embassy 
to Brazil has a fact sheet for those who might be affected. 
  
According to Johns Hopkins University, there are over 1.6 million cases of COVID19 in the 
United States and over 350,000 in Brazil.  The United States is reporting over 98,700 deaths 
due to the virus, nearly triple the United Kingdom, who is second in recorded deaths. 
  
The Department of Homeland Security has a natural decay calculator for COVID19 on surfaces. 
You can click on the surface type, temperature and humidity level to see how long it will take 
for the virus to die. 
  
Texas Governor Greg Abbott has lifted travel restrictions and mandatory quarantine for people 
traveling to Texas from neighboring areas that were known hot spots. 
  
The Governor is also beginning a phased opening of drivers license offices beginning 
today. Appointments must be made online for limited services. 
  
The Texas Secretary of State has issued “Health Protocols for Voters” in advance of the 
upcoming runoffs. Notable suggestions are: 

• voters should wear a face mask (but be prepared to lower if election official needs to 
confirm identity), 

• bring their own hand sanitizer, 
• keep 6 feet away from others, 
• persons aged 65 and older and those with COVID19 symptoms are encouraged to stay 

home and apply for a mail-in-ballot. 
  
Harris County has their COVID19 self-assessment online. You can take the assessment and 
schedule your appointment for all Harris County sites. People can also call 832-927-7575. 
  
The Houston Health Department has announced new hours for its call center. People can now 
call 832-393-4220 Monday – Saturday from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

https://br.usembassy.gov/health-alert-travel-restrictions-to-enter-the-united-states-update-to-entry-into-effect-date-to-1159-edt-may-26/
https://br.usembassy.gov/health-alert-travel-restrictions-to-enter-the-united-states-update-to-entry-into-effect-date-to-1159-edt-may-26/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/25/americas/brazil-bolsonaro-grim-week-may-25-intl/index.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://br.usembassy.gov/fact-sheet-presidential-proclamation-restricting-travel-of-foreign-nationals-including-brazilians-from-brazil-to-the-u-s/
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/sars-calculator
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-24_termination_of_air_travel_restrictions_COVID-19_IMAGE_05-21-20.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/health-protocols-for-voters.pdf
https://covidcheck.hctx.net/


  
Mayor Tuner announced that Fire Marshalls will be able to enforce violations of the Open 
Texas occupancy limits. Pictures from crowded bars and restaurants in Houston resulted 
in over 250 complaints to the City this weekend. This compounds the City’s efforts to contain 
the spread of COVID19 while the State continues to open-up. Personal beliefs on face 
masks and mixed messages on proper protocols are resulting in a confusing, yet critical time. 
  
The Greater Houston Partnership has a new dashboard for Reopening Houston Safely. This 
includes health metrics from the Texas Medical Center, economic metrics, and activity metrics. 
  
A Word on Herd Immunity and Vaccines 
  
The buzzword of the moment is herd immunity and many questions have been asked about 
what it will take to get there. A quick primer: herd immunity is when enough of a population 
has developed immunity to a virus that the disease stops spreading. This is typically 
accomplished through vaccines. Much of the talk these days has centered around Sweden’s 
choice to not shut down and to rely on the public making the right decisions to protect 
themselves…or not. The latest evidence from Sweden has shown that their calculations on 
herd immunity were incorrect, resulting in a much higher COVID19 death rate than any other 
country in the world and lower than expected immunity rate among its population. 
  
Experts at Johns Hopkins University state that herd immunity is not achieved until 70%-90% of 
the community has developed immunity. They warn that in order to achieve effective herd 
immunity in the United States, it would require over 200 million Americans to get COVID19 
and over 500,000 people would have to die. Even if we went this route, at the current 
infection rates, it would take the United States into 2021 to achieve the rates we need. 
  
The other option to achieve herd immunity would be to practice social distancing, mask 
wearing, and proper sanitization in order to buy additional time for vaccine development and 
treatment. 
  
The Baker Institute at Rice University will be hosting a webinar on vaccine development with 
Dr. Peter Hotze. You can register here. 
  
Paycheck Protection Program Updates – More! 
  
It’s Monday, so that means there are more updates to the paycheck protection program. The 
Houston-based SBA director has issued additional guidance on the PPP program. To note: 
there is now a loan forgiveness application. 
  
The Jewish Federation’s of North America have put out a call to action in support of two PPP 
improvement bills. H.R.  6886 (House) and S. 3833 (Senate) would create more guidance for 
the PPP and add additional timing to the implementation of the bills. These two bills can be 
introduced as early as tomorrow. 
  

http://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/ODN/HoustonChronicle/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=HHC%2F2020%2F05%2F25&entity=Ar00300&sk=42892787&mode=text
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/ODN/HoustonChronicle/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=HHC%2F2020%2F05%2F26&entity=Ar00203&sk=2CEA428E&mode=text
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/ODN/HoustonChronicle/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=HHC%2F2020%2F05%2F26&entity=Ar00203&sk=2CEA428E&mode=text
https://www.houston.org/reopen-safely-dashboard?_zs=Lv7rO1&_zl=5kkm5
https://www.sfgate.com/news/editorspicks/article/Sweden-herd-immunity-experiment-backfires-covid-15289437.php
https://www.sfgate.com/news/editorspicks/article/Sweden-herd-immunity-experiment-backfires-covid-15289437.php
https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/articles/achieving-herd-immunity-with-covid19.html
https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/articles/achieving-herd-immunity-with-covid19.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/from-our-experts/early-herd-immunity-against-covid-19-a-dangerous-misconception
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/from-our-experts/early-herd-immunity-against-covid-19-a-dangerous-misconception
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g2jdNR-vRQ2XdDaLUBxTeQ
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/HBJ_Houston%20SBA%20director%20shares%20tips%20on%20PPP%20loan.pdf?_zs=Lv7rO1&_zl=vjkm5
https://www.bizjournals.com/houston/news/2020/05/15/sba-releases-instructions-to-calculate-ppp-loan.html


 

Please ask your Representatives and Senators to vote for the PPP improvement bill (H.R. 
6886/S. 3833) that advances in the House and the Senate and expeditiously work to pass final 
legislation. To find out who represents you, click here.  
  
In Other News… 
  
Zoom is going exclusive…and I mean, invite-only L.A. exclusive. Richard Weiz and his daughter, 
Demi have been hosting a Zoom concert series called “Quaratunes.” Concerts take place live 
from an empty Hollywood Bowl or from a performer’s home and have featured several A-list 
acts. The Zoom calls have included up to 1,000 people and have lasted 4.5 hours. They have 
raised $3 million to benefit Youth Orchestra Los Angeles and No Kid Hungry. If you need me, I’ll 
be over here waiting for my invitation… 
  
Take care and I hope you receive an invite to an exclusive Zoom call, 
  
Jackie 
 

Jackie Fisherman | Director of Government Affairs 

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 

5603 S. Braeswood Blvd. | Houston, TX 77096 

Main: 713.729.7000 ext 325 
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https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/music/story/2020-05-04/zoom-richard-weitz-agent-quarantunes
mailto:jfisherman@houstonjewish.org
http://www.houstonjewish.org/

