
 

 

May 19 PM - JRAN Email 

 

 

Dear JRAN Community:  

Today, we will go over updates from the State, County and City; what school might look like 

when it opens; professional sports gearing up to play this summer; and an updated date (but 

same time!) for the next JRAN conversation starter.  

 

Updates from the State, County, and City  

Tomorrow, the Governor’s Small Business Series will be hosting a webinar on Business 

Strategies for an Evolving Future. It will feature a panel of COVID19 support experts to help 

guide you to develop adaptive business strategies for uncertain times. You must register in 

advance here.  

 

The City of Houston Department of Neighborhoods is partnering with Houston Volunteer 

Lawyers to present two Zoom webinars next week. The first, on May 26th, is on IRS tax 

payments and economic stimulus payments. The second is on May 28th and will cover how to 

get your legal affairs in order.  

 

Mayor Tuner emphasized that wearing a mask is a matter of public safety and not a political 

statement. Governor Abbot is also encouraging all Texans to take all necessary precautions to 

avoid spreading the virus, including wearing a mask.   

 

Harris County Office of Emergency Management is reminding people that although gyms are 

allowed to open, the safest way to exercise is at home. 

 

Harris County Commissioners Court approved $30 million in $1,200-$1,500 grants to low-

income individuals.   

 

Schools Given Green Light to Open  

Governor Abbott has given the State’s school districts the ability to open on June 1st. The Texas 

Education Agency has released guidance for those districts that choose to reopen.  

 

https://web.cvent.com/event/ae34bfa7-c2fe-40ae-9b65-638f8cc7928a/summary?rp=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudeyopzsrHtdOqp4z1aIzqGlr7D-XOwuJ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudeyopzsrHtdOqp4z1aIzqGlr7D-XOwuJ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtc--hqTgrH92SbsHoB3G4DkoAbXk3q5fd
https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/mask-or-no-mask-doctor-warns-of-danger-of-mixing-face-masks-with-politics/285-23c45f45-1f75-4a46-92a3-083df186a012?fb-Tuesday-KHOU
https://twitter.com/ReadyHarris/status/1262795378635800576/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ReadyHarris/status/1262795378635800576/photo/1
https://twitter.com/LinaHidalgoTX/status/1262796627875635201
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/olive/ODN/HoustonChronicle/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=HHC%2F2020%2F05%2F19&entity=Ar00110&sk=D455C5AA&mode=text
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid19-summer_program_operational_considerations.pdf


In Israel, schools have reopened to mixed feelings. JTA is reporting that about 60% of the 

children allowed to return to school did so. Children and adults are required to wear masks on 

campus and have daily temperature checks.    

 

Professional Sports Set to Open Up  

Major League Baseball (MLB) and the National Football League are preparing to head back to 

the field in the coming weeks. MLB plans to start its season on July 4th, however concerns from 

the medical community have raised issues related to spreading COVID19 to players and fans. 

Dr. Umair Shaw from Harris County Public Health expressed concern that health officials in 

MLB cities have not been consulted in the planning phase.  

 

JRAN Conversation Starter – New Date, Same Time 

The JRAN Conversation Starter on hurricane preparedness has been changed to May 28th at 

11:00 am. Please save the date and a separate email will be sent with all of the details.  

 

In Other News… 

During the great quarantine of 2020, many of us have found ourselves in the kitchen as a 

means of self-care. Bread seems to be the most popular item, but we all know that the true 

kitchen hero is a nice Jewish brisket. The team behind The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel is sending us 

all Midge’s sash and crown wearing brisket recipe. So, watch out challah, there’s a brisket 

coming your way. May the nosher games begin!  

 

Take care today and I hope you find time to cook a nice meal, 

Jackie  

 

Jackie Fisherman | Director of Government Affairs 

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 

5603 S. Braeswood Blvd. | Houston, TX 77096 

Main: 713.729.7000 ext 325 

jfisherman@houstonjewish.org | www.houstonjewish.org 

https://www.jta.org/2020/05/13/israel/the-entire-system-got-confused-israeli-schools-reopen-but-many-parents-arent-sending-their-kids-back
https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/29175321/how-major-league-baseball-finding-narrow-way-back-field-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/baking-bread-as-a-means-of-self-care-during-the-pandemic/Content?oid=17147880
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/baking-bread-as-a-means-of-self-care-during-the-pandemic/Content?oid=17147880
https://www.positive.news/lifestyle/wellbeing/why-people-are-turning-to-bread-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.facebook.com/MaiselTV/photos/a.791111544399395/1560300247480517/?type=3
mailto:jfisherman@houstonjewish.org
http://www.houstonjewish.org/

