
 

April 20 PM - JRAN Email 

 

Dear JRAN Community:  

 

Today, we will go over the Houston area’s new recovery czars and what it takes for a full 

recovery, according to the experts; federal stimulus measures; and community happenings.  

 

Houston Area Recovery – First Steps  

 

Today, the County Judge and Mayor announced their Recovery Czars. Harris County Judge Lina 

Hidalgo appointed State Representative Armando Walle (Aldine) and Mayor Sylvester Turner 

appointed Marvin Odum, who led the Mayor’s recovery efforts after Hurricane Harvey.  

 

Both the County Judge and Mayor have been steadfast in their agreement that we cannot 

open the City or County until there is a significant increase in testing. Here is what that means, 

according to the Mayor:  

• Currently, Houston public testing sites have the capacity to test 1,000 per day. The 

City is meeting that capacity by 3 p.m. everyday 

• Need to increase that to 3,000-5,000 tests per day in order to fully understand and 

track carriers of COVID19  

• Need to also have tracing capabilities so can catch those who might have been 

infected in a timely manner 

It is important to note that neither the Mayor nor the County Judge have set a timeline to 

opening the Houston economy. Rather, they have stated that testing, therapeutic treatments, 

and a vaccine are all components to a full recovery. Both have also stressed that opening will 

be done slowly and in stages.  

 

Dr. Persse, the Houston Health Authority, noted that testing is crucial because data is showing 

that 20-50% of people infected with COVID19 are either asymptomatic (showing no signs) or 

pre-symptomatic (showing signs several days after test). These silent spreaders of COVID19 are 

contributing to the rise in infections, some of which require hospitalization. Those 

hospitalizations then tax our medical system, and some infections become fatal. The number 

one concern from the County and City is to preserve life and not break the medical system we 

have in place.  

• One study in China showed that 75% of people with COVID19 had no symptoms  

• About 50% of the cases on the Diamond Princess cruise ship were asymptomatic 

The new studies showing that people can be carriers of COVID19 without ever developing 

symptoms has led to the new recommendations that all people wear a face mask when out in 

public.  

https://house.texas.gov/members/member-page/?district=140
http://www.me.utexas.edu/images/MEADA/MarvinOdum.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/13/831883560/can-a-coronavirus-patient-who-isnt-showing-symptoms-infect-others
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11427-020-1661-4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7078829/


• There is not a current Houston mandate because the Mayor believes that face masks 

are not readily available to all people, of particular concern is for individuals who 

cannot afford to get one  

• Face masks are to protect others from you potentially being a carrier, not to protect 

you from others  

 

Yesterday, during a press conference, President Trump announced that the Greater Houston 

area had a decline in COVID19 cases, however, that is not the case according to the Mayor and 

County Judge. During both Mayor Tuner and County Judge Hidalgo’s press conferences, they 

announced a flattening of the curve, but not a decline. Judge Hidalgo stated that there were 

47 new cases and 3 deaths yesterday and Mayor Turner announced 107 new cases and no new 

deaths. You can see the case count here.  

 

Johns Hopkins University released guidance for Governors for phased re-opening based on the 

American Enterprise Institute’s guidelines. There are 4 phases to opening: 

1. Slow the spread – current stage  

a. Social distancing  

b. Diagnostic testing  

c. Functioning health care system  

d. Increase supply of personal protection equipment (PPE)  

e. Covid19 surveillances  

f. Large scale contact tracing and isolation  

g. Public to wear masks (where we are now)  

2. State-by-state reopening  

a. Case-based interventions  

b. Relax social distancing  

c. Special care for vulnerable populations  

d. Develop therapeutic remedies 

e. Identify those who are immune   

3. Establish immune protection and lift physical distancing  

a. Produce vaccine or therapeutic remedies  

i. Prioritize when limited 

ii. Mass distribution when supply is abundant  

b. Global vaccine  

c. Surveys to determine population immunity  

4. Rebuild our readiness for next pandemic  

a. Scale up development of future vaccines  

b. Fortify health care system  

c. Establish a national infectious disease forecasting center  

d. Establish governance  

 

Dr. Umair Shaw, executive director of Harris County Public Health, is answering questions 

about COVID19. You can submit your questions to askhcph@phs.hctx.net. Today, he answered 

a question about whether warm weather will slow the transmission of COVID19. 

https://twitter.com/houmayor/status/1251251129725399040
https://twitter.com/houmayor/status/1251251129725399040
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2020/04/20/pres-trump-praised-houstons-declining-coronavirus-cases-sunday-but-local-officials-dispute-claim/
http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/reopening-guidance-governors.pdf
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/National-Coronavirus-Response-a-Road-Map-to-Recovering-2.pdf
mailto:askhcph@phs.hctx.net
https://twitter.com/hcphtx/status/1252318162017804291


 

Coronaviruses do have seasonal variations and have been known to slow down in hot weather. 

However, this is a new virus, so we don’t know.  

 

Stimulus Measures  

 

Today, millions of stimulus checks will be sent via U.S. mail. Most individual stimulus payments 

were direct deposited into accounts last week, but some were not.  

 

Last week, the CARES Act ran out of the $349 billion for the Paycheck Protection Program. 

Tomorrow at 1 p.m. CT the Jewish Federations of North America will host a Zoom call to 

provide an update on the fourth stimulus package. Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Ben 

Cardin (D-MD) will be on the call to answer questions. You can register here. 

 

Did your organization apply for the Paycheck Protection Program? I would love to know what 

your experience was like. Please let me know if you applied for funds and how much you 

received.  

 

Other Community Happenings  

 

Wednesday, the ADL will be hosting a webinar on how to protect children from online 

harassment. You can register here. This is of importance as we move our K-12 education 

online.  

 

Tomorrow, the Greater Houston Partnership will host a webinar on layoff and furloughs. You 

can register here. 

 

Our own Lisa Klein will be hosting a webinar tomorrow at 1 p.m. titled “Creating Networks for 

Support, Collaboration, and Strength.” You can register here. 

 

Mayor Tuner announced the “Take Us to Your Table” campaign to encourage restaurant to-go 

to help the ailing service sector. The Texas Restaurant Relief Fund is helping to hire local 

restaurants to deliver meals to the Texas Medical Center and first responders.  

 

H-E-B has added Chef Hugo Ortega’s restaurants, Backstreet Café and Hugos, to it’s in-store to-

go meals. I know what I’m having for dinner in 7-10 days (or whenever I can get an H-E-B 

curbside window).  

https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/va-postal-service-inspectors-prepared-for-millions-of-stimulus-checks-deliveries/291-d907681f-15b5-4d0e-b0a1-18c68f3c686a?fb-KHOU
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/1115857505163/WN_IC8vdIS5Qj6VFA5oJ22a_w
mailto:jfisherman@houstonjewish.org?subject=PPP
https://adl.zoom.us/webinar/register/1315873951675/WN_wE3DdQCIROWyuXoLaArwtQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/4515865326667/WN_vzzDR5cTRRCU1t2jI9miFA
https://www.jewishtogether.org/virtual-meetups/1-pm-creating-networks-for-support-collaboration-and-strength-349480
https://communityimpact.com/houston/heights-river-oaks-montrose/coronavirus/2020/04/16/houston-kicks-off-take-us-to-your-table-restaurant-support-campaign/
https://houston.culturemap.com/news/restaurants-bars/04-20-20-hugo-ortega-hugos-backstreet-cafe-h-e-b-takeaway-meals-to-go/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=dlvr.it#slide=0


 

Senator Ted Cruz and Senator Kristin Gillibrand have launched the #CombatCOVID19Challenge 

as a way to encourage acts of kindness and support. Sen. Cruz challenged Mayor Turner and 

Mattress Mack and both stepped up…who will you challenge?   

 

Resources  

• The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston’s COVID19 resource page can be found 

here. 

• Harris County has a list of resource here. 

• The Harris County COVID19 Case tracker can be found here.  

• Volunteer Houston Continues to update their COVID19 resource page here. 

• Houston City Council Member Abbie Kamin is keeping a list of local resources here.  

• Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher has developed a small business resource guide. You 

can find it here. 

• The University of Houston has developed a resource book for the Houston area. You 

can find it here. 

 

In other news… 

 

Ask and you shall receive! Last week, I asked you to send me fun things you are doing and 

Congregation Emanu El was first to reply! Check out this cute clip of the Emanu El Volunteer 

Choir singing “I Whistle a Happy Tune”…via Zoom (is there any other way?). I dare you not to 

smile! Keep on sending me uplifting stories or things you are doing, otherwise I am going to 

turn to your social media accounts…and I might just find someone on your staff doing a 

weekend weather update (Camp Young Judaea).  

 

Take care this week, 

Jackie  

Jackie Fisherman | Director of Government Affairs 

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 

5603 S. Braeswood Blvd. | Houston, TX 77096 

Main: 713.729.7000 ext 325 

jfisherman@houstonjewish.org | www.houstonjewish.org 

https://www.cruz.senate.gov/files/documents/Letters/2020.04.%2013%20-COMBATCOVID19%20-%20Cruz_Gillibrand%20FV.pdf
https://www.houstonjewish.org/covid-19-information/
https://www.readyharris.org/Incidents/COVID-19-Resources-Recovery
http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus
https://volunteerhouston.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TLY9eE5tGE0JHmAYUcNBGtvZaOSSFIqpQ_Eg9yVKfYI/edit#gid=0
https://fletcher.house.gov/uploadedfiles/sba_guide_final_updated_4.2.pdf
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/Houston_ResourceBook_04.02.pdf?_zs=Lv7rO1&_zl=9bCh5
mailto:jfisherman@houstonjewish.org?subject=Fun%20things!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-CJRDlw_NM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-CJRDlw_NM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/CYJTexas/videos/226889781854984
mailto:jfisherman@houstonjewish.org
http://www.houstonjewish.org/

